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BIO-TECH
Future Physical/firstsite/Colchester Arts Centre/Signals Media Arts/essexdance

Bio-Technology

A Future Physical focus for specialists in the fields of biology, neurology, arts, technology, and the public, to debate and view topical, and often controversial, issues surrounding biotechnology.

enhanced life | neural networks | genetic manipulation | biometrics | artificial intelligence

The Bio-Technology content area explores the possibilities, practicalities and moral consequences that new technologies offer the human body in terms of repair, enhancement and extension; for example, genetics, artificial intelligence and implant technology.

The BIO-TECH Network Exchange is a co-production between Future Physical (shinkansen/East England Arts), firstsite, Colchester Arts Centre, Signals Media Arts in association with essexdance.

Code Zebra

Sara Diamond (Canada)

in & around the network exchange period

Web based project – http://www.codezebra.net 

Code Zebra is, primarily, a visionary 3D chat and game environment – but it’s not like any of the chat rooms we are used to finding on the web. Its striking, organic-looking interface borrows from biological cell structure, allowing users to create visual conversation histories, play games with each other and generate gorgeous individual patterns which bring to mind both the visual diversity of animal fur and plumage and tree bark. Other elements of the Code Zebra experience include related video and documentary clips, live events, chats and the ability to create customised animal-print clothing. All of which explore the theme of marrying the technological to the biological. The Code Zebra team spans the globe, featuring artists based in Canada, the USA, The Netherlands and the UK. http://www.codezebra.net 

Code Zebra is a project by Sara Diamond and Code Zebra Inc. The partners involved are Smartlab Centre , London, UK; V2, Rotterdam, The Netherlands; C3, Budapest, Hungary; University of Turku, Tampere, Finland and Future Physical (shinkansen/East England Arts), UK.

Keynote Speech

Sara Diamond (Canada)

sunday 16th february

Colchester (for InterChange participants only)

A recording of the speech wil be available on the website after the event

The keynote speech detailing a vision of the marriage between biology and technology by international artist/scientist Sara Diamond (Artistic Director, New Media Arts The Banff Centre Vancouver) New Media Arts,The Banff Centre, Vancouver).


Generator/BIO & ECO-TECH Commissions

8th february – 29th march 2003 — admission free

firsite, Colchester

Exhibition of generator media across disciplines including sound and text based works, performance and issues of science relating to chaos theory, complex systems and artificial life. Plus presentations of Future Physical BIO & ECOTECH commissions at firstsite: Jane Prophet and Neil Theise – Cell (virtual environment); Stanza – genomixer (web project); Phillip Warnell – Shock (installation); Catherine Watling – Temporal Manifestations (research project); Rachel Wingfield – Digital Dawn (responsive window blind).

http://www.generative.net/generator 

Generator is a Spacex touring exhibition organised in collaboration with STAR and with support from the Institute of Digital Art and Technology and the National Touring Programme of the Arts Council of England.

Commissioned Works

sunday 16th – sunday 23rd february

Colchester

See ECO-TECH for details.

BioFlows

tuesday 18th february

Colchester Arts Centre

An evening of sharing process and practice from two of the Future Physical  commissioned artists: Isabel Rocamora exploring interdependency between sensory visual traces and key energy centres and Tom Sapsford with neurologist Daniel Glaser looking at sleep and hypnosis.

Cluster

friday 21st february

Colchester Arts Centre

BIO-TECH InterChange

sunday 16th – wednesday 19th february

Colchester

For a limited number of twenty specialist delegates involved in collaborative biology / art / technology / dance based research practices. By application only. 

# Led by professional artist/scientist mentors, Sara Diamond (Banff New Media Centre), Jane Prophet (University of Westminster), Daniel Glaser (UCL/ICA Scientist in Residence) and Nina Czgledy (Artist/Biologist).

# Working groups and presentations of research and process by commissioned artists (see Commissioned Works above).

InterChange application deadline 10th January 2003

For more information and application form visit: http://www.futurephysical.org 

Discussion Forum

wednesday 19th february

Colchester

The last day of the BIO-TECH InterChange includes an open access session for the public to hear ideas in progress and conclusions and participate in questions and answers. This forum leads into the ECO-TECH Network Exchange.
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